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“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his life to save you; and now he is living at your side every day 

to enlighten, strengthen and free you.”  (Pope Francis, Evangelii Gaudium, 164) 

 

New General Directory for Catechesis – First Look: 

I had a chance to sit down with Dr. Joseph White from Our Sunday 

Visitor about the upcoming new General Directory for Catechesis.  

Our Sunday Visitor with NCCL will be providing resources for you 

and your pastor to break open the new document.  However, below is 

a sneak peak of what to expect from this document that is foundational 

for our ministry.   

 

Some Key Themes of the New Directory: 

 The transmission of faith in the digital world 

 The catechumenate as a model for all catechesis 

 Kerygmatic catechesis 

 The Pedagogy of God as source and inspiration of catechesis 

 Catechesis in a multicultural Church 

 Dialogue of catechesis with human sciences, with public policy, with popular culture 

 Ecumenical dialogue 

 Indigenous cultures, refugees, migrants, and other at the peripheries as privileged subjects 

of catechesis 

 Popular piety and its role in catechesis 

 Lifelong catechesis and the role of the family 

 

Organization of the New Directory: 

Three main parts and eleven chapters 

 Part One – How the Church realizes her missionary mandate, including discussion of the 

relationship between catechesis and evangelization. 

o Chapter One – the fundamental theological vision. 

o Chapter Two – titled “The Identity of Catechesis,” deals with the relationship 

between kerygma and catechesis (including the catechumenate as source and 

inspiration). 

o Chapters Three and Four – profile of catechetical ministry, including a reflection 

on the catechetical role of bishops, priests and deacons and professional catechists 

in religious orders, universities and schools.  There is a strong emphasis on the 

role of parents and families as primary faith educators. 
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 Part Two – Reflection on the transmission of faith band the context and settings for 

catechesis. 

o Chapter Five – Christocentricity of catechesis.  The need for a human 

anthropology that is informed by the human sciences is also discussed.  This 

section discusses various important content areas including  awareness of primary 

grace, the beauty of faith, the meaning and importance of the sacraments (and the 

Church as sacrament), our unity as Christians. 

o Chapter Six – discussion of how the content of faith serves as a base for 

developing a faith identity.  One important point made hear is that “methods in 

catechesis must serve the medium,” who is God and his word that calls us to life. 

o Chapter Seven – reflection on the variety of methods in catechesis, the importance 

of life experience and the inductive approach, the importance of memorization 

and a common language of faith and liturgy, and the need to stay alert for new 

opportunities and frontiers for transmission of the faith.  Also highlighted here is 

the need for cultural specificity in local churches and cautions against unilateral 

actions and understandings. 

o Chapter Eight – focuses on target groups in catechesis – reiterates and strengthens 

previous presentation of parents as primary catechists and family as domestic 

church.  Highlights the importance of lifelong formation and continual catechesis.  

Gives new attention to persons with disabilities, migrants and immigrants as 

subjects of catechesis and in need of particular support.   

o Chapter Nine – New social and economic challenges in today’s society, including 

modern culture, bioethics, protection of personal dignity, ecological threats, and 

the blessings and boundaries of digital communications.  The principles of 

Catholic social teaching are key considerations here. 

 Part Three – moves the focus from universal conditions and tasks in catechesis to specific 

challenges in the local Church. 

o Chapter Ten – Offers reflection on community as the “vital nerve” of both 

learning and living the faith.  New spiritual movements are also presented as 

privileged places for catechesis, especially with respect to their importance as 

catalysts for pastoral work and catechesis.  The necessity of more ecumenical 

dialogue is discussed, both with our Jewish brothers and sisters and other dialogue 

with other major world religions.  Chpater ten presents learning the art of dialogue 

as a central topic and practice in catechesis. 

o Chapter Eleven – discussion of the relationship of inculturation to incarnation.  

This is discussed in several contexts, including growing metropolitan areas, 

indigenous culture, and all forms and customs of popular piety.  Encouragement is 

also given for local churches to work on local catechisms and directories that will 

put the general document into different pastoral contexts. 

 

Based upon our conversation, here are some questions for reflection as we prepare to implement 

the new directory. 

 How do we proclaim the kerygma to persons of various stages of evangelization in our 

community? 

 How might we renew our commitment to supporting parents as primary catechsist of 

their children?  What will it take to make this a reality on our parish communities? 



 How are we using advances in educational, developmental and social science to make our 

catechesis more effective? 

 How skilled are catechists in using a variety of methods to share the faith with learners?  

How does the variety of methods fit with the cultural context of our community? 

 Who is “on the peripheries” in our community?  How can we strengthen our catechetical 

efforts with those individuals and groups? 

 How might we make better use of popular piety and spiritual moments as vehicles of 

catechesis? 

 What is the role of our community in ecumenical dialogue and dialogue with modern 

society? 

 

Consider renewing and starting your NCCL membership so you do not miss out on all the good 

resourcing and programming that will be coming soon once the new General Directory for 

Catechesis is released.  The Diocese of Des Moines covers the cost of your membership.  

Contact John Gaffney today here to find out how to activate your membership.   

 

Upcoming Advent Retreat from NFCYM – Falling into Grace with Steve Angrisano: 

Tuesday December 3, 2019 at 1:00 pm CST. 

 

As ministers, it’s especially easy to feel the 

pressure to “do good.”  We become discouraged 

because so many things seem to depend on us; 

we find ourselves propping up a lot of people 

and programs and that can become dangerously 

exhausting.  You are invited to take one 

hour during the busy Advent season to step 

back and breathe deeply and allow yourself to 

fall into God’s grace. Falling Into Grace is a 

unique webinar opportunity for ministry leaders to remember to make space for Grace; to 

remember that we are effective ministers not because of who we are but who we’re NOT!  In 

doing this, we become reflections of God’s grace, and messengers of His hope and mercy.  

Register here.   
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